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consisting of the 22nd Eeserve Division and the 3rd
Infantry Division, under General von Trossel, on the
line Trocy-Vareddes.

This formation of groups had become unavoidable
because, owing to the increasing gravity of the situation,
the divisions had to be thrown into the fighting singly
as they became available, and they thus became
separated from their own corps. It was practically
retained till the Army arrived on the Aisne in order
to prevent the crossing and congestion of columns
adding to the difficulties of the withdrawal.

At 12.15 p.m. General von Linsingen ordered an attack
across a line Antilly-Acy-Trocy. This offensive was
planned as a wheel pivoting on the left flank, against
which the weight of the enemy's attack wasbeing directed,
and which was suffering heavily from the enfilade fire
of hostile artillery. The attack of Linsingen's group
made good progress; its right wing drove the enemy
back through Villers St. Genest and Le Bas Bouillancy,
ind the 22nd Reserve Division took and held Etrepilly.
A considerable part of the offensive wheel had been
carried out, though a decision was by no means
arrived at.

In order to give as much support as possible to the
left wing, which was being severely cut up by the
enemy's artillery fire from about Meaux, the following
Operation Order was issued from Vendrestatl 15p,m,:

" The IV. Eeserve and II. Corps are heavily engaged
on a line Betz-Vareddes, north of Meaux. The enemy
has been reinforced north of Meaux and our left wing
taken in enfilade by heavy artillery fire from that
direction.

** The HL and EX. Corps will press forward im-
mediately as far as possible to support it, and tike